
Art Masterpiece:  4th Grade, Lesson 1 (September) 
  

 
Frederic Remington (1861 – 1909) 

 

Turn Him Loose, Bill (circa 1893) 
Oil on Canvas, 33" x 25" 

 
 
Art Style:  Naturalism 
Art Terms:  Movement, Neutral Colors, Detail 
Activity:  Silhouette Painting 
Medium: Watercolor and Construction Paper 
 
 
 
Meet the Artist 

 Frederic Remington was born in New York in 1861. His father was a 
Calvary soldier. He loved athletics and was good at swimming, fishing and 
riding horses.  

 He liked to draw and his favorite subjects were horses, soldiers and 
Indians. He also liked to draw caricatures of teachers and cadet officers.  

 As a young man he attended college but was not good in his studies. At 
19 he left college and headed west.  

 He worked 4 years as a cowboy and a wagon train hand. He sketched 
everything he saw wherever he traveled – Wyoming, Colorado, Arizona 
and Texas. Much of his art was a recording of the West’s history. He 
showed the viewer a realistic picture of what the frontier was like at that 
time. 

 His art made him famous by the time he was thirty. He did not like to learn 
by following other people’s rules; he preferred to work directly from nature 
in his own way. 

 Along with his paintings and drawings, he was also a well-known sculptor. 
 
 
Art Style 
Naturalism 

 A type of art that shows realistic objects in a natural setting. 
 
 
Art Terms 
Movement 

 The arrangement of the parts of a design to create a sense of motion by 
using lines that cause the eye to move over the work. 

 



Neutral Colors 
 Black, white, brown and gray are considered neutral colors and they are 

not part of the color wheel. They are sometimes called “earth tones”. 
Detail 

 A distinctive feature of an object or scene which can be seen most clearly 
close-up. 

 
 
Questions about Turn Him Loose, Bill 

 What is happening in the painting? (Cowboys are breaking a wild horse). 
Have you ever seen a scene like this? 

 What colors do you see? How would you describe them? (Neutral colors). 
Why do you think the artist used these colors? (They are earthy, land 
colors) 

 Where is there movement in the painting? How can you tell there is 
movement? (The lines the artist used; diagonal lines) 
 

 
Activity 
Silhouette Painting – Watercolor and Construction Paper 
 
 
Supplies 
Watercolor paper – 9” x 12” 
Black Construction paper (1 to 2 sheets per student) – 9” x 12” 
Horse photocopies 
Watercolors 
Paintbrushes (large) 
Scissors 
Pencils 
Glue sticks 
 
 
Directions 

1. Have students write their name and room # on the back of the paper. 
2. The students will use watercolors to paint a sky/sunset to fill their entire 

paper. Set aside to dry while completing the next steps. 
3. Have the students pick out a horse photocopy and glue it to a piece of 

black construction paper. 
4. The students will then cut out the horse and flip it over so the black side 

shows. 
5. Have the students cut or tear out a hill from the black paper. 
6. Glue the hill onto the watercolor paper and then glue the horse (black side 

up) onto the hill and paper. 
7. Students can cut out or tear other items for their silhouette painting: 

cactus, rocks, stars, moon, etc. and glue them to their paper. 



8. When the students are done have them title their artwork. Write the title on 
a label sticker and place it on the back of their work. 

 
 

 
 

Lesson Sample 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Horse photocopies will be in the supply bin 
 


